
A L - A S L  ·  M U T Ū N  C O L L E C T I O N  ·  T H E  S C I E N C E  O F  T A J W Ī D

صيدةُ الخاقانِيَّة القَ
AL-QAṢĪ DAH AL-KHĀ QĀ NIYYAH

The earliest poem ever composed on the rules of tajwī d and the beauty of reciting the

Qurʾan, by Imā m Abū  Muzā ḥim al-Khā qā nī , presented verse by verse with English

and Urdu translation.

۞

51 verses The first poem on tajwī d Imā m al-Khā qā nī  · d. 325 AH

Metre: Ṭawī l

Prepared for the al-Asl Mutū n collection · www.al-asl.com

A L - A S L  I N S T I T U T E Al-Qaṣīdah al-Khāqāniyyah

The Science of Tajwīd www.al-asl.com Page 1 of 9



      

I say about a subject which will surprise the intellectuals, without any pride. Indeed, pride leads to

arrogance.

قالاًأقولُ باًمَ رِمُعجِ جۡ لِأُولِى الحِ لا فَخرَ خرَوَ وإنَّ الفَ عُ رِيَدۡ بۡ
كِ إلىَ الۡ 1

      

I will teach (you) in this discourse regarding the recitation of the Qurʾā n; I seek refuge with my Master

from the evil of being boastful and proud.

ولِأُعلِّمُ ةَفي القَ ولايَعائِذاًالتِّلاوَ رِّبِمَ ن شَ باهاةِمِ خرِالمُ والفَ 2

      

I ask Him (Allā h جل جلاله) to assist me upon what I have intended (writing this poem) and protect my religion

until the very end of my life.

لُهُ أَسأَ ونِيوَ لى ماعَ يَنَويتُهُعَ
فظِ ىفي دينيوَحِ نتهَ رِيإلى مُ مۡ عُ 3

     

And I ask Him (Allā h جل جلاله) to forgive me tomorrow (the Day of Judgment). As for Him, He remains the

Possessor of beautiful pardon and the Possessor of forgiveness.

لُهُ أَسأَ زَوَ اوُ نِّي التَّجَ دٍعَ وٍفَما زالَفي غَ فۡ ا عَ ميلٍذَ رِجَ فۡ وَذا غَ 4

      

O Reciter of the Qurʾā n! Perfect your recitation (excel). Allā h جل جلاله will multiply your reward in abundance.

رآنِأَيا قارِئَ نۡالقُ سِ فۡأَداءَهُأحۡ لّهُيُضاعِ زِيلَلَكَ ال نَ الأجرِالجَ
مِ 5

      

Not everyone who recites the Book (The Qurʾā n) does it perfectly, and not everyone from among the people

who teaches them is a teacher.

ن يتَلُوفَما كُلُّ هُالكِتابَمَ ما كُلُّيُقيمُ ن في النَّاسِوَ مۡمَ قرِىيُقرِئُهُ مُ 6

صيدةُ الخاقانِيَّة صيدةُ الخاقانِيَّةالقَ القَ

On the Beauty of Recitation

A L - A S L  I N S T I T U T E Al-Qaṣīdah al-Khāqāniyyah

The Science of Tajwīd www.al-asl.com Page 2 of 9



     

And certainly, for us, learning the recitation from the earlier teachers, who conceal (their students'

mistakes), is a Sunnah.

إنَّ لنا ذَوَ راءَةِأخۡ
نَّةٌالقِ لِينَسُ نِ الأَوَّ ئِينَعَ قرِ ترِالمُ وِى السَّ ذَ 7

      

So, the seven reciters have rights over mankind for how they taught others to recite the Qurʾā n of their

Rabb, who is One.

ةِ بعَ سَّ
اءِفَللِ رَّ قُّالقُ رَىحَ مۡعلَى الوَ رائِهِ قۡ مُقُرآنَلإِ بِّهِ رِرَ الوِتۡ 8

    

So, from the two Ḥarams are Ibn Kathī r and Nā fiʿ, and from Basra is Abū  ʿAmr, known as Ibn al-ʿAlā ʾ.

ينِ رمَ ثيرِفَبِالحَ نافِعٌابنُ الكَ ةِوَ بِالبَصرَ لاءِوَ رِوابنُ العَ مۡ أبو عَ 9

      

And from Shā m is ʿAbdullā h, who is known as Ibn ʿĀ mir, and ʿĀ ṣim is Kū fī , known as Abū  Bakr.

امِ بِالشَّ وَ
لّهِ بدُ ال وَعَ رٍوهُ مٌابنُ عامِ اصِ يُّوعَ

وَالكوفِ أبُو بَكرِوهُ 10

      

And Ḥamzah, and later al-Kisā ʾī , who is proficient in the Qurʾā n, grammar and poetry, also came from

(Kū fa).

ةُ مزَ يُّأيضاًوَحَ
هُوالكِسائِ قِبَعدَ ذۡ و الحِ رآنِأخُ عرِوالنَّحوِبالقُ والشِّ 11

      

So, the proficient one (qā riʾ) gives every letter its due (ḥaqq), whether reciting the Qurʾā n slowly (tartī l) or

swiftly (ḥadr).

قِ ذۡ و الحِ روفِمُعطٍفذُ وقَهالِلحُ قُ تَّلَ القرآنَإذاحُ انرَ رِأو كَ دۡ ذا حَ 12

      

And our slow recitation of the Qurʾā n (tartī l) is the best, as we are commanded to recite slowly while

reflecting (upon its verses).

رآنَوتَرتِيلُنا لُالقُ ضَ يأَفۡ رنا بِهِلِلذِ ثِناأُمِ نۡ مُكۡ
كرِفِيهمِ والفِ 13
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And sometimes, if we recite swiftly (ḥadr) in our lessons, then it is permissible for us, because the religion of

the slaves (of Allā h) is (towards) ease.

ا اِنۡ اِمَّ ناو رۡ دَ ناحَ سَ رۡ صٌدَ رَخَّ بادِإذۡلَنا فِيهفَمُ ينُ العِ رِدِ إلى اليُسۡ 14

      

Listen, so memorize what I have described for you in summary, so that the one who does not know will

come to know.

ظُوا فَ ىأَلَا فَاحۡ فِ رتُهلَكُموَصۡ ا اختَصَ يَدرِي بِهِمَ
ن لَم يكُنلِ نكمُمَ يَدرىمِ 15

     

If my knowledge could be put in a drink, I would have quenched your thirst. I am not going to hide any

knowledge from you or hoard it to myself in any way.

بةٍ رۡ يفَفِي شَ لمِ يتُكمۡلَوۡ كان عِ قَ سَ
لَمۡ أُخفِ نكُموَ لمَعَ لكَ العِ رِذَ خۡ بِالذَّ 16

      

Indeed, I have composed about ḥusn al-adā ʾ (excellence in recitation) a poem, hoping from my Lord to

reduce my burden (on the Day of Judgment) through it.

نِ الأداءِقُلتُفَقد سۡ ةًفي حُ ىقَصيدَ وتُ إلهِ طَّرَجَ رِيبِهاأن يَحُ زۡ وِ 17

      

And the verses of this (poem) are fifty-one, arranged one after another, in sequence.

اتُها أَبيَ ونَوَ سُ مۡ دٌبَيتاًخَ واحِ رِبعدَ بَيتٍبَيتاًتُنظَّمُوَ ثۡ لى الإ عَ 18

      

In Allā h جل جلاله is my divine enablement, and upon Him is my reward with regard to establishing the correct

rendering (iʿrā b) of its (the Qurʾā n's) luminous verses.

لّهِ اِل ب يوَ أَجرِىتَوفِيقِ لَيهِوَ تِنَافيعَ ابَإِقَامَ رَ رِإِعۡ هۡ آيَاتِهِ الزُّ 19

       

And whoever establishes (recitation of) the Qurʾā n like a (straightened) shaft, then let him be obedient to

the command of Allā h جل جلاله in private and in public.

مِومن حِالقرآنَيُقِ دۡ يعاًفَليَكُنكالقِ مُطِ
لّهِ لِأمرِ ال رِّ هرِفي السِّ والجَ 20
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Don't you know, my brother, that eloquence beautifies recitation, for the one who recites continually and

devotes himself to studying the Qurʾā n?

لَمۡ يألَا اعۡ ةَأنَّأَخِ صاحَ يَّنَتۡالفَ وةَ تالٍزَ نَتلِا مَ رسَأدۡ كرِالدَّ لِلذِّ 21

      

When you continue to recite, it refines your tongue, and through persistence it removes the affliction of the

heart.

بَلِسانَهُأَرقَّما تلي التاليإذا هَ دمانِوأَذۡ درِعنهُبِالإِ أذى الصَّ 22

       

The first thing in the knowledge of the Qurʾā n is to perfect its memorization, and to recognize the errors

(laḥn) when it flows (from one's mouth).

لمِفأوَّلُ كرِعِ هِالذِّ ظِ فۡ عرِفَةٌإتقانُ حِ يَجريإذۡفيهِفي اللَّحنِومَ 23

        

So be aware of errors so that you may remove them, for there is no excuse for the one who does not

recognize errors.

ما تُزيلَهُباللَّحنِعارِفاًفكُنۡ يۡ ناللَّحنَلا يَعرِفُلِلذيوماكَ ذرِمِ عُ 24

        

And if you apply taḥqī q to the recitation, then beware of exaggeration in it, and ask for help from the All-

Powerful (Allā h جل جلاله).

إِن قتَأنتَوَ قَّ راءَةَحَ
رِ الزالقِ ةَفاحذَ أَلِفيهازِيَادَ اسۡ ونَوَ هرِالعَ ذا القَ 25

     

Measure every letter and do not let it exceed the bounds of its measure, for measuring the letters of the

Qurʾā n is among the greatest deeds of righteousness.

هُزِنِ الحرفَ دِّ وزنِهِلا تُخرِجۡ نُعن حَ زۡ كرِفَوَ نحروفِ الذِّ أفضلِ البِرِّمِ 26

       

And your rule, when you are learning (taking) from someone, is taḥqī q, and that you do not take more

than ten (ā yā t).

كَ كمُ يقِوَحُ ذاًكُنتَإنبالتَّحقِ لَى أحدٍآخِ رِعلىألَّا تَزيدَعَ شۡ عَ 27
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So make clear (apply iẓhā r to) whatever ought to be made clear, and apply idghā m and ikhfā ʾ of the letter

without any difficulty.

نۡ يِّنۡ إذَ يفَبَ مۡأَن تُبِينَهُما يَنبَغِ أَدغِ رفَوَ أخفِ الحَ يرِوَ رِفي غَ سۡ ما عُ 28

       

Indeed, that which you make ikhfā ʾ in is not the same as what is made idghā m; there is a difference

between the two, so come to know it with ease.

إنَّ فيهِالذيو مٍلَيسَتُخۡ غَ دۡ مابمُ هُفَرقٌوبَينَهُ فۡ رِّ رِفَعَ باليُسۡ 29

       

And say: certainly, giving a sukū n to the letters is due to their jazm, and giving them a ḥarakah is due to

rafʿ, naṣb and jarr.

قُلۡ كينَإنَّوَ روفِتَسۡ هاالحُ مِ زۡ هالجَ فعِوتَحريكَ لرَ
بِلِ رِّوالنَّصۡ والجَ 30

        

So apply ḥarakah and sukū n, separate (the hamzah) at times and join it (at others), giving each its due,

and distinguish between your lengthening (madd) and shortening (qaṣr).

رِّكۡ نۡوسكِّنۡفَحَ لۡتارةًواقطَعَ كِّنۡوصِ كَبينَوميِّزۡومَ رِمدِّ صۡ والقَ 31

       

There is no madd except in three letters; they are called the letters of lī n, my mention (of this) has made

them plain.

دُّ ىثلاثةِ أحرُفٍفيإلاّوما المَ مَّ روفَ اللِّينِتُسَ رِىبِهاباحَحُ كۡ ذِ 32

        

They are: the alif, known for its (inherent) sukū n, and the yā ʾ and the wā w, both with sukū n, so know

(this).

يَ
فُهِ

عروفُالألِ كونُهافيِهاالمَ واوٌوياءٌسُ رِمعاًيَسكُنانِوَ فَادۡ 33

      

Apply takhfī f and tathqī l, and exert the jaw purposefully; but do not go to excess in your fatḥah of the

letter, nor in the kasrah.

فۡ فَّ لۡوخَ دِ الفكَّوثَقِّ دُ داًواشۡ رِطَنۡعامِ رفَفيولا تُفۡ كَ الحَ حِ والكَسرِفَتۡ 34
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And whatever bears a hamzah, pronounce its hamzah; but do not add a hamzah to what is concealed under

nabr.

وزاً همۡ زاً لَهُوما كانَ مَ زَنۡولافَكُن هامِ مِ ىكانَماتهۡ رِلَدىيَخفَ النَّبۡ 35

        

And if before the yā ʾ or the wā w there is a fatḥah, and after them there is a hamzah, then articulate the

hamzah with due measure.

إنۡ ةٌوالواوِالياءِقبلَتكُو مافَتحَ هُ مزٌوبعدَ تَهَ رِهمزۡ على قَدۡ 36

       

Apply tarqī q to the clarity of the rā ʾ and the lā m; your tongue will grow fluent until you string your words

together like pearls.

قِّقۡ رِبۡواللاَّمِبيانَ الراءِورَ ذَ يَنۡ تىَّلِسانُكَ مَحَ ولَتَنظِ رِّالقَ كالدُّ 37

        

And give full clarity to the ʿayn and the hā ʾ whenever you study, and be balanced and moderate in your

lesson.

مۡ بيانَ ينِوأَنعِ اءِالعَ لَّماوالهَ تَكُ رَسۡ رسِفيوكُنۡدَ لَالدَّ عتَدِ الأَمرِمُ 38

        

And stop at the completion of the speech, in accordance with our recited muṣḥaf, (the one recited) on land

and sea.

ندَوقِفۡ وافِقاًالكَلامِإتمامِعِ نامُ فِ صحَ لُوِّلمُ تۡ رِالبرِّفيالمَ والبحۡ 39

      

And do not apply idghā m to the mī m if a letter other than it comes after it (the mī m); and accept this

knowledge with gratitude.

غمنَّ يتَالميمَولا تُدۡ هاإن جِ رفٍبَعدَ واهابِحَ لمَسِ كرِواقبلِ العِ بالشُ 40

       

And your ḍammah before the wā w, give it its full measure (ishbā ʿ), just as they (the Qurrā ʾ) gave full

measure to «iyyā ka naʿbudu» in passing.

كَ مُّ مالَهُمُشبِعاًكُنۡقبلَ الواوِوضَ واكَ بُدُأشبَعُ رِّإياَّكَ نعۡ في المَ 41
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And when a letter of lī n precedes a sā kin, as at the end of (Sū rat) al-Ḥamd, then lengthen it and let it run

on.

إن ن قبلِحرفُ لِينٍو مٍكان مِ غَ دۡ دِكآخرِمُ مۡ دهُما في الحَ رِفامدُ تَجۡ واسۡ 42

       

You lengthened (it) because the two sā kins met, so it became like a ḥarakah; this is what the one of

knowledge (the expert) has said.

تَ دۡ دَ اكِنَينِمَ تَحريكٍفَصارَتَلاقَيَالأنَّ السَّ وقالكذاكَ رِذُ بۡ الخُ 43

      

And I will name six letters, that you may single them out for the iẓhā r of a nū n (sā kinah) preceding them,

for all time.

ى روفاًوأُسمِ تَّةًحُ هاسِ صَّ هرِقبلَهانُونٍبإظهارِلِتَخُ أبدَ الدَّ 44

       

They are: ḥā ʾ and khā ʾ, then hā ʾ and hamzah, and ʿayn and ghayn, and there is nothing to deny in my

statement.

يَلَيسَوغينٌوعينٌوهمزةٌثم هاءٌوخاءٌفحاءٌ
رِقَولِ بالنُّكۡ 45

     

These are the throat letters whose clarity (iẓhā r) is easily lost; so take them and make them clear, and do

not disobey my instruction.

ذِى قِفَهَ لۡ روفُ الحَ انُهاحُ ى بَيَ فَ ونَكَيَخۡ هافَدُ يَنۡبَيِّنۡ صِ أمرِىولا تَعۡ 46

     

And do not apply a shaddah (ghunnah) to the nū n (sā kinah) that is to be made clear, as in your saying

«min khaylin» in Sū rat al-Ḥashr.

دِ النُونَ دُ ونَهاالَّتيولا تَشۡ رُ هِ ولِكَيُظۡ قَ لٍكَ يۡ ن خَ ىمِ رِلَدَ شۡ ورةِ الحَ سُ 47

      

And your iẓhā r of the tanwī n is deduced by analogy from this (rule of the nū n sā kinah); so measure it

against it, and you will be successful.

إظهارُكَ وَالتَّنوينَو هافَهُ هُقِياسُ سۡ ليهافَقِ تَعَ رِفُزۡ بِ البِكۡ بالكاعِ 48
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And there yet remain some subtle matters, which the one seeking to learn will be taught through patience.

يَتۡوقَدۡ
نُهالَطيفةٌبعدُأشياءُبَقِ رِالتَّعلُّمِباغييُلَقَّ بۡ بِالصَّ 49

     

So upon the one whom Ibn ʿUbayd Allā h Mū sā  has taught well, let there be (a debt of) supplication at

dawn.

نِ بۡ ىفَلاِ لّهِ موسَ بيَدِ ال لى الَّذيعُ هعَ لِّمُ يرَيُعَ عاءُالخَ رِالدُّ جۡ ى الفَ لدَ 50

       

May our Lord answer your prayer for us, and answer ours for you, my brother, with forgiveness from Him

and with help.

بُّنافِيناأجابَكَ أَجابَنارَ فرانِفِيكَأخيوَ نهُبالغُ رِمِ وبِالنَّصۡ 51
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