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AL-QASIDAH AL-KHAQANIYYAH

The earliest poem ever composed on the rules of tajwid and the beauty ofreciting the
Qur’an, by Imam Abu Muzahim al-Khagani, presented verse by verse with English

and Urdu translation.
— B
51 verses The first poem on tajwid Imam al-Khaqani - d. 325 AH

Metre: Tawil

Prepared for the al-Asl Mutun collection - www.al-asl.com
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On the Beauty of Recitation
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I say about a subject which will surprise the intellectuals, without any pride. Indeed, pride leads to

arrogance.
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I will teach (you) in this discourse regarding the recitation of the Qur'an; I seek refuge with my Master

from the evil of being boastful and proud.
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[ ask Him (Allah 35) to assist me upon what I have intended (writing this poem) and protect my religion

until the very end of my life.
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And I ask Him (Allah 35) to forgive me tomorrow (the Day of Judgment). As for Him, He remains the

Possessor of beautiful pardon and the Possessor of forgiveness.
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O Reciter of the Qur'an! Perfect your recitation (excel). Allah 3& will multiply your reward in abundance.
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Not everyone who recites the Book (The Qur’an) does it perfectly, and not everyone from among the people

who teaches them is a teacher.
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And certainly, for us, learning the recitation from the earlier teachers, who conceal (their students'

mistakes), is a Sunnabh.
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So, the seven reciters have rights over mankind for how they taught others to recite the Qur'an of their

Rabb, who is One.
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So, from the two Harams are Ibn Kathir and Naft', and from Basra is Abu ‘Amr, known as Ibn al-'Ala.
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And from Sham is “Abdullah, who is known as Ibn ‘Amir, and ‘Asim is Kufi, known as Abu Bakr.
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And Hamzah, and later al-Kisa't, who is proficient in the Qur'an, grammar and poetry, also came from
(Kafa).
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So, the proﬁcient one (qﬁ;‘i’) gives every lecter its due (haqq), whether reciting the Qur'an slowly (tarctl) or
swiftly (hadr).
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And our slow recitation o_f the Qur'an (tarttl) is the best, as we are commanded to recite slowly while

reflecting (upon its verses).
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And sometimes, ifwe recite swiﬁly (l}adr) in our lessons, then it is permissiblefor us, because the religion of

the slaves (of Allah) is (towards) ease.
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Listen, so memorize what I have described for you in summary, so that the one who does not know will

come to know.
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If my knowledge could be put in a drink, I would have quenched your thirst. I am not going to hide any

knowledge from you or hoard it to myself in any way.
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Indeed, I have composed about husn al-ada’ (excellence in recitation) a poem, hoping from my Lord to

reduce my burden (on the Day of Judgment) through it.
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And the verses of this (poem) are fifty-one, arranged one after another, in sequence.
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In Allah ¥& is my divine enablement, and upon Him is my reward with regard to establishing the correct

rendering (i'rab) of its (the Qur'an's) luminous verses.
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And whoever establishes (recitation of) the Qur'an like a (straightened) shaft, then let him be obedient to

the command of Allah #& in private and in public.
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Don't you know, my brother, that eloquence beautiﬁes recitation, ﬁ)r the one who recites continually and

devotes himself to studying the Qur'an?
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When you continue to recite, it reﬁnes your tongue, and through persistence it removes the aﬂliction of the
heart.
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The first thing in the knowledge of the Qur'an is to perfect its memorization, and to recognize the errors

(lahn) when it flows (from one’s mouth).
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So be aware of errors so that you may remove them, for there is no excuse for the one who does not

recognize errors.
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And if you apply tahqiq to the recitation, then beware of exaggeration in it, and ask for help from the All-

Powerful (Allah ¥&).
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Measure every letter and do not let it exceed the bounds of its measure, for measuring the letters of the

Qur'an is among the greatest deeds of righteousness.
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And your rule, when you are learning (taking) from someone, is tahqiq, and that you do not take more

than ten (ayac).
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So make clear (apply izhar to) whatever ought to be made clear, and apply idgham and ikhfa’ of the lecter
without any difficulty.
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Indeed, that which you make ikhfa’ in is not the same as what is made idghdm; there is a difference

between the two, so come to know it with ease.
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And say: certainly, giving a sukun to the letters is due to their jazm, and giving them a harakah is due to

raf , nasb and jarr.

padly B3 G Foy 350 ,3“ s B ol 15y 53

vy

So apply harakah and sukun, separate (the hamzah) at times and join it (at others), giving each its due,

and distinguish between your lengthening (madd) and shortening (qasr).
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There is no madd except in three letters; they are called the letters of lin, my mention (of this) has made

them plain.
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They are: the alif, known for its (inherent) sukun, and the ya’ and the waw, both with sukun, so know

(this).
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Apply takhfif and tathql, and exert the jaw purposefully; but do not go to excess in your fathah of the

letter, nor in the kasrah.
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And whatever bears a hamzah, pronounce its hamzah; but do not add a hamzah to what is concealed under
nabr.
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And if before the ya or the waw there is a_fatl_mh, and aﬁer them there is a hamzah, then articulate the

hamzah with due measure.
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Apply tarqiq to the clarity of the ra” and the lam; your tongue will grow fluent uncil you string your words

together like pearls.
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And give full clarity to the ‘ayn and the ha’ whenever you study, and be balanced and moderate in your
lesson.
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And stop at the completion of the speech, in accordance with our recited mushaf, (the one recited) on land
and sea.
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And do not apply idgham to the mim if a letter other than it comes after it (the mim); and accept this

knowledge with gratitude.
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And your dammah before the waw, give it its full measure (ishba’), just as they (the Qurra’) gave full

measure to «iyyaka na‘budu» in passing.
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And when a letter of lin precedes a sa’lkin, as at the end of (Stirat) al—Hamd, then lengthen it and let it run
on.
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You lengthened (it) because the two sakins met, so it became like a ]_mrakah; this is what the one of

knowledge (the expert) has said.
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And I will name six letters, that you may single them out for the izhar of a nin (sakinah) preceding them,

for all time.
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They are: ha® and kha', then ha” and hamzah, and ‘ayn and ghayn, and there is nothing to deny in my

statement.
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These are the throat letters whose clarity (izhar) is easily lost; so take them and make them clear, and do

not disobey my instruction.
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And do not apply a shaddah (ghunnah) to the nun (sakinah) that is to be made clear, as in your saying

«min khaylin» in Surat al-Hashr.
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And your izhar of the tanwin is deduced by analogy from this (rule of the nun sakinah); so measure it

against it, and you will be successful.
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And L’l’lCTC yet remain some subtle mattcers, which fl’l(’ one S€€ki7‘lg to learn ’UUlll bC taught fl’lTOng]‘l patience.
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So upon the one whom Ibn “Ubayd Allah Musa has taught well, let there be (a debt of) supplication at
dawn.
> & 2 A . £ ‘5?’/' A N RN |
Sy s gl B T S Ty s ]

M&ly our LO]’d answer your pV&lyCTﬁ)V us, and answer ours _fbr you, nty brother, ‘UZ)iL’I’l ﬁ)rgiveness _ﬁ’OTI‘l Him

and with help.
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